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War Stories
Walt Shugart

Despite the horror of war, most veterans
will admit that between moments of
stark terror, there are periods when
things happen which are, if not funny,
peculiar to say the least. It is my hope
that you will submit for publication such
anecdotes for publication. Here’s a
couple. While I was CO, Patrick Toyama
was the company. RTO. Whenever halted,
Patrick always stopped in the shade
leaving me in the sun. I appreciated his
doing his job, but his technique for

movement always left me in a hot spot.

John Otte

In mid 1967, the Company was lifted to an
LZ near the Cambodian border. The LZ was
really cold since it was in two feet of water.
We moved to our objective,a spot exactly
like the one we left. We walked for an hour
or so, when | heard the unmistakable
sound of an M79 grenade launcher going
off, but never heard an explosion. We got a
message that the dog handler had been
shot with a grenade launcher. When LT
Lambert and | reached the area, the dog
handler was being pulled out of a small
river. PFC George Duplessiss from
Louisiana had fired his M79 accidentally
hitting the dog handler. Fortunately, the
projectile had not traveled the distance to
arm. That was good, but its speed could
have caused death or serious injury which
was bad. As luck would have it, the round
hit the victim's ammo pouch on his web
gear saving his becoming a casualty, but it
left a hell of bruise.

I made contact with the Dog Handler,
Robert Bruce Vaughn. He remembered
that Duplessis was nicknamedcalled Duffis.
He also remembered LT Lambert’s large
handlebar mustache. George

was a great guy who tagged everyone in
2nd platoon with a nickname.



